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Referral Messages Release 003 Message  
Relationship Table  

REQUESTS  RESPONSE COMBINATIONS  

RRA0  Eligibility and `referred To 
physician' validation  

RRA1 OR 
ZZZZ  

Validation response message 
OR Error message  

RRC0  Referral review by contract 
number and optional referral 
number  

RRC1 OR 
ZZZZ  

Message for each referral OR 
Error message  

RRH0  Referral review (referring 
and referred to) for 
inquiring provider by date 
range  

RRC1 OR 
ZZZZ  

Message for each referral OR 
Error message  

 
 

RRA0 - Eligibility and `Referred To' Physician Validation Request  
 

FIELD LOCATION LENGTH ATTRIBUTE DESCRIPTION 
Length 1 6 N ‘00086’ 
Message ID 7 4 A ‘RRA0’ 
Release 11 3 N ‘003’ 
Sign-on 
information 

14 28  Refer to security 
form 

Sign-on 14 8 A BCBS assigned 
ID 

User ID 22 9 N  
Password 31 8 A  
Initials 39 3 A  
Provider ID 
Qualifier 

42 2 A ‘XX’ for NPI – 
‘1G’ for UPIN –
– ‘N5’ for legacy 
physician 

Provider ID 44 15 N BCBS assigned 
ID 

Contract 
Number 
(required) 

59 30 A BCBS Contract 
Number 

Physician or 
Hospital ID 

89 2 A ‘XX’ for NPI – 
‘1G’ for UPIN – 



qualifier ‘1J’ for legacy 
facility – ‘N5’ 
for legacy 
physician 

“Referred To” 
physician or 
hospital ID 
(required) 

91 15 A UPIN (unique 
physician 
identification 
number), NPI 
(national 
provider ID), or 
BCBS provider 
number. 

Referral 
starting date 

106 8 N CCYYMMDD 

 
 
 

RRA1 - (response to RRA0) Eligibility and `Referred To' 
Physician Validation Response  
 

FIELD LOCATION LENGTH ATTRIBUTE DESCRIPTION 
Length 1 6 N Length in bytes 
Message ID 7 4 A ‘RRA1’ 
Release 11 3 N ‘003’ 
Provider ID 
Qualifier 

14 2 A From RRA0 

Provider ID 16 15 N BCBS assigned 
ID 

Contract 
Number 

31 30 A BCBS contract 
number. 

Referral Date  61 8  N  CCYYMMDD  
‘Referred To’ 
physician or 
Hospital ID 
Qualifier 

69 2 A ‘XX’ for NPI – 
‘1G’ for UPIN 
‘1J’ for legacy 
facility – ‘N5’ 
for legacy 
physician 

‘Referred To’ 
physician or 
Hospital ID 
(required) 

71 15 A UPIN (unique 
physician 
identification 
number), NPI 
(national 
provider ID), or 
BCBS provider 



number. 
‘Referred To’ 
Physician’s 
Business 
Name 

86 35 A Business Name 
of ‘Referred 
To’ physician. 

‘Referred To’ 
Physician’s 
PMD 
Indicator 

121 1 A ‘Y’ for PMD – 
‘N’ for non-
PMD 

The Following Fields may occur up to 20 times: 
Patient 
Information 

122 73   

Last Name 122 35 A  
First Name 157 25 A  
Middle Initial 182 1 A  
Date of Birth 183 8 N CCYYMMDD 
Sex 191 1 A ‘M’ for male – 

‘F’ for female 
Relationship 
to Subscriber 

192 3 A ‘SUB’ for 
subscriber – 
‘SPS’ for 
spouse – ‘DEP’ 
for dependent 

 



 

RRC0 - Referral Review by Contract and optional Referral number  
 

FIELD LOCATION LENGTH ATTRIBUTE DESCRIPTION 
Length 1 6 N Length in bytes 
Message ID 7 4 A ‘RRC0’ 
Release 11 3 N ‘003’ 
Sign-on 
Information 

14 28  Refer to 
security form 

Sign-on 14 8 A BCBS assigned 
ID 

User ID 22 9 N  
Password 31 8 A  
Initials 39 3 A  
Provider ID 
Qualifier 

42 2 A ‘XX’ for NPI – 
‘1G’ for UPIN 
–– ‘N5’ for 
legacy 
physician 

Provider ID 44 15 N UPIN (unique 
physician 
identification 
number), NPI 
(national 
provider ID), or 
BCBS provider 
number. 

Contract 
Number 

59 30 A BCBS contract 
number. 

Up to ten referral numbers may be sent.  Leave blank for all per contract 
number. 
Referral 
Number 
(optional) 

89 7 N BCBS assigned 
referral number. 

 
 

RRC1 - Referral Review Response  
FIELD LOCATION LENGTH ATTRIBUTE DESCRIPTION 

Length 1 6 N ‘000343’ 
Message ID 7 4 A ‘RRC1’ 
Release 11 3 N ‘003’ 
Provider ID 
Qualifier 

14 2 A From RRC0 

Provider ID 16 15 N From RRC0 



Contract 
Number 

31 30 A BCBS contract 
number. 

Referral 
Number 

61 7 N BCBS assigned 
referral number. 

Provider 
Business 
Name 

68 35 A  

Referral 
Starting Date 

103 8 N CCYYMMDD 

Referral 
Ending Date 

111 8 N CCYYMMDD 

Patient Last 
Name 

119 35 A  

Patient First 
Name 

154 25 A  

Patient 
Middle Initial 

179 1 A  

Patient DOB 180 8 N CCYYMMDD 
Patient Sex 188 1 A ‘M’ for male – 

‘F’ for female 
Patient Phone 
Number 

189 10 N Area code + 
phone number 

‘Referred to’ 
Physician ID 
Qualifier 

199 2 A ‘XX’ for NPI – 
‘1G’ for UPIN 
–– ‘N5’ for 
legacy 
physician 

‘Referred to’ 
Physician’s 
ID 

201 15 A UPIN (Unique 
Physician 
Identification 
Number), NPI 
(National 
Provider 
Identifier), or 
BCBS provider 
number 

‘Referred to’ 
Physician’s 
Business 
Name 

216 35 A  

Diagnosis 
Code 

251 7 A ICD-9 diagnosis 

‘Referred to’ 
physician’s 
PMD 
indicator 

258 1 A ‘Y’ for PMD – 
‘N’ for non-
PMD 



Emergency 
Room Visits 
Indicator 

259 1 A ‘Y’ for ER 
visits allowed – 
‘N’ for no ER 
visits allowed 

Number of 
Visits 

260 3 N Allowed 
number of visits 

Allow clinic 263 1 A ‘N’ for “Only 
specific 
‘referred to’ 
physician may 
see patient – 
‘Y’ (default) for 
“Any physician 
in the clinic 
may see patient 

Comments 264 264 A Comments from 
physician 

 



 

RRH0 - Referral Review of Requesting Provider by Date Range  
FIELD LOCATION LENGTH ATTRIBUTE DESCRIPTION 

Length 1 6 N ‘000066’ 
Message ID 7 4 A ‘RRH0’ 
Release 11 3 N ‘003’ 
Sign-on 
Information 

14 28  Refer to 
security form 

Sign-on 14 8 A BCBS assigned 
ID 

User ID 22 9 N  
Password 31 8 A  
Initials 39 3 A  
Provider ID 
qualifier 

42 2 A ‘XX’ for NPI – 
‘1G’ for UPIN 
–– ‘N5’ for 
legacy 
physician 

Provider ID 44 15 N UPIN (Unique 
Physician 
Identification 
Number), NPI 
(National 
Provider 
Identifier), or 
BCBS provider 
number 

Begin date 59 8 N CCYYMMDD 
– Start date for 
date range. 

End date 67 8 N CCYYMMDD 
– End date for 
date range. 

 
 


